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. GIVEN FORTH 
* one that hath been a 


4 Years in the Good 
OLD WAY. 


‘as an Incouragement. to the 
BAW gat y. to go forward ; I by Experience 
y ‘ave found there is a Reft remains fot 
1 they that truly trufts in rms Lord. 


14. I truftedi in thee, O Lord, ind faid, thou art 
ye ‘thas in the Lord, be (trong, Be oft ablifi 
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S God by his Grace having inclined 
my Heart to be Merciful, and I have 


had the Comfort of doing Good, whilfiJ ¥ 


1 
é 


had an opportunity, in the things as Hex” | 
n this Life is pleafed to commit to my . | 


Care: I have, as in his fight, walked in % 
the uprightnefs of my Heart, and as in ~ 


thofe things partaining to this Life, Ihave 
endeavoured to keep a good Confcience. 
So in Love to all that may have the Regd- 
ing of this {mall Book, -I am willing to 


give them an underftanding, as I have | 
ound where it is to be attained ; as Chrift - 
faid, There ts but one good, and that is God; 
and as we comé“be guided by his good 
Spirit, it will lead us into all things that: 
are good; without which we cannot n> 


herit Eternal Life. And whatever any may 
think of me, who lock with an evi Eye, 
yet to my Friends that looks with an Im- 
partial Eye, it will be received, as it 1s 
intended good will to al!; and to tholere- 
main a Priend. 3 
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The Fear of the Lord i rhs) the b ginning 


3, 


of Wifdom. 
A underftanding have all thofe 
that keep his Law. 


A N Dasa Trevehe to the good Land, 
of Ref and Pesce, and having in 
meafure thereunto, by that Hea- 
venly Guide Chrift Fefus the true Light, 
that hath been my Inttru€ter and Heiper, 
without which I am nothing, nor can do 
any thing as ought todo, I am made 
free to relate fomething of my attainment 
thereunto. I was Born of good Parents, 
Educated according to rhe Church of Eng- 
land; and tho”? Young, Zealous therein; 
yet eould not my Immortal Soul be there 
with fatisfied, but a defire was begotten 
in me, to know the true God, the which 
to attain I endeavoured the beft way [ 
could, by Prayer and Fatting in fecret, 
not to be feen of any: But Goi, whofe 
Eye faw me, and my true defire chere- 
in; knowing herein Lwasnor tafe, tried 
me, and by one thought watch arofe 
my Heart concerning God, which coula 
not dafhed all my Building ce pisces 
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and I thought my felf che worft Creature 


living; thus night and day Ihad great 
trouble within, but refolv’d inthe midft 


of all, and made it my refolution to fol- .. 


low the thing that is good, and that God 
that faw me, though I faw not him, I 
was by this often comforted, and it be- 


came my Song, Great are the Troubles of 


the Righteous, but the Lord delivers out 
of them all; and fometimes betwixt Hope 
and Fear, I travelled from Twelve Years 


of Age to Eighteen ; about which time, _ 


by Providence I was led into the North, 
at which tinie, by wonderful changes 
wrought in’ them ( by which they, had 
the name given them) called Quakers, 
a People fo contrary to my Education ; 
and the many ftrange Reports, that were 
raifed of them, was rather frightful, chan 
defireable to me; but that God, that faw 


the grear defire to know him, the 


truc God, and Fefus his Son, 
led the blind by a way I knew. not, and 
by one not called a Quaker, but one true 
to the Church of England, and a futierer 
for King Charles the firft. 

Lreccived atrue Account of the Prin- 
ciples and good Lives of. thefe People, 
which in Simplicity of Heart was fe 


| 
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ted to me, of which I was made feri- 

oufly to confider; and in a fhort time, 
felt a Power arife in my Heart, and I faid 
this is it I have waited for, and with great 
Power it rent the Vail, chafed away my 
darkthoughts, gave me fome underftand- 
ing of the Scriptures, and I could fay, / 
have heard of thee, and have read of the 
Wonders thou didft for the Children of Mex ; 
but that was not mine, but now by thy 
great Power and Change thou hait 


wrought in me, [ came to know thee O 
-God, and by this, and in no other way 


can I be fatisfied, and that thou the Im- 
mortal God, may’{t have the Glory of 


thy own good Work, which I never re- 
ceived of Man, neither did I ever fee 


or hear any of them called Quakers, till 
three Years after or more, but returned 
incomy own Country ( North-Hampton- 


fbire )to my Relations, and not long after 


came to London, and made it my bufi- 
nefs, and went fecretly amongt{tall p2r- 


fuafions (except Papifts and anters ) to 


fee if I could find any, that had the fence 
to know God, and his Son Jefus 
within them. 

But, I could find no outward thing 
could give my Soul fatisfation, neicher 
thea 
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6) 
then, nor now, and in that State I walk- 
ed alonethree Years, but being at a Meet- 
ing in great Allhallows; “one Edw. Bur- 
yvoughs caine in, and {tood up, ard {poke ; 
at which I with others was amazed, ha- 
ving never icen nor heard any of them 
before; but was refolved to hear him 
again; but by the many ftrange reports 
raifed ofthem, I was afraid, but I Pray- 


ed tothe Lord my God in whom [ truft-_ 


ed, that I might not be deceived, for he 
knew Ihad nothing in my Eye, but to 
havea further manifeftation of Him, whom 
to know 1s Life Eternalof the which he 
refo'ved me, and with Signs and Tokens 
of his Love, confirmed me, and I could, 
and can fay it was, and_is of God, and 
isthe Trzth, and proceeds from the fame 


Rock, from wich all the Patriarehs, Pro- 


phets, and Apoftles, had their teaching, 
Chrift Fefus the Rock, the Myflery hid jrom 


Aves and (zenerations, is made known unto | 


ws, Of which Kaowledge I have learn’d, | 


as they did, who faid, what is to be 


known of God, is inthem, which 
is the Key of David, which opens and | 
Shuts, and gives the true Underflanding 
of the Myftery of the Kingdom of Hea- : . 
ven, and the true knowledge to all thofe, 
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who have in true Obedience: fubmitted to 
his Yoke, and'their Wills fubje€ted to his 


' Will; thefe thall find his faving Virtue 


of Life, which Life being received, and 
joyned too with all the Heart, it will en- 
dow with the Heavenly Virtue,- in 
Chrift Fefus our High Pricft, and Cap- | 
tain of our Salvation: And with Righte- 
oulnefs, Peace and Joy, in the Holy S,- 
rit of God, and thole chat willingly give 
up all they have unto him, thall find in ie 
more than they can believe, or the Carnal 
Mind can apprehend, for they knew what 
they faid, that the Carnal Mind knows nos 
the things of G6d, for they are Spiritually 
difcerned, and to be carnally minded is 
Death, Luc to be fpiritually minded is 


Life and Peace; which is acertain Truth, 


and according tothe Holy Scriptares, from 
which I defire neither from Them, nor 
my Neighbour to borrow Words, or 4 
Profeffion; but to have aright tothem, 
and be made one with them, by the fame 
Spirit of Je/us Chrift, the Lord of all our 
Mercies; and as in him they lived, mo- 
ved, and had their being, who gave 
them forth, he is fo to the faithful this 
day, and what I have heard and feen, 
I declare, that he is the true God, And 
the 
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the Poor in Spirit receive the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and fee a nothingnefs and emp- 
tinefs in themfelves, without a dayly fup- 
ply from him, andthey are led and made 
to underftand the. Myftery of Eleé#- 
on and Reprobition, as in the two Seeds 


and Births, the one e/eé# and bleffed of 


God before the World was ; if the mind 
of Man joynsto Chrif, whois God’s E- 
leé&t, Ifa. 42. they are faved by him,. and 
Works out their Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling and this isthe and Cor- 
ner-Stone, Chrift Fefus, whom foever 
Builds thereon, The Gates of Hell {bak 
uot prevail, and will ovep turn overturn 
till be come whofe right is to Reign; and 
as unto this Eleé# and Precious Seed we 
Unite, we are therein and thereby blef- 
ed of God: this is not of our felves, but 
the free Gift given of God, by which we 
make our Calling and Election fure, and 
in this’ we.have learn’d to know the Re- 
probated, and the Ezemsy of all Mankind, 
that leads the mind from God, into the 
Luft of the Fye, the luft of the F lefb, and 
the Pride of Life, and all other Evils, 
which if joined unto the Evil conceived 
in the mind brings Death, and fepa- 
sates Man from God his Maker, 


and 
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here the ftrong Man keeps the Hows/e, and 
_ by his Temptations therein, prevails on 
Mantoeat the forbidden Fruit, by which 


he breaks the Law’of God, and falls under 


- Condemnation, from which State there 
js nocoming; northe Fige-/eaf Garment, 


nor nothing without will cover, but a 
turning to the blefled Appearance and 
Gift of God in the Soul, and there find 


the Myftery, Chrif' withiv, the Hope of 
. Glory, who hath many Names, and his 
‘Kingdom is compared to a Jit: /e Leaver, 


the /off Groat, a grain of Muftard Seed, 
and many other Parables, and itis vail- 
ed from Man, *who its in the firit na- 
ture of the Earth, Earthly, but revealed 
in the fecond Man, who is the Lord 
from Heaven, which gives us to know 
the firft Man Adam a living Soul, and 
the laft Man Adam a quickning Spirit, 
by which, unlefs we be Born again of the 
true incorruptible Seed, which enlightens 
us, we cannot fee the Kingdom of Hea- 
ves, nor the Glory thereof, which Man 
in the firft Nature have ftrove to know; 
but we mult receive that knowledge by 
the ingrafted Word of God, not in our 
will and time, thefe things God gives 
as to know, but being acquainted ~ 


with 
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with his Mercies, and the Temptations _ 
of the evil Ove, as we may read and | 


learn of Chriff, who left us an example, 


as alltrue Travellers fhall find in them- 
felves, him near in their beft performan- 
ces; as I have feen, and do fee his ap- 
proach, and when I have heard, or feen 
any on the high Mountains, 11 cheir [- 
maginations, who pretend they fee all 
the World, and their felves in conceit 
above all, for which IT have been griev- 
ed, as well-knowing the danger of that 
State, and willing Iwas to have advifed 
them, bue knowing they was fo highly 
fet up in themfelves, my voice could not 
reach them, calling that God which ‘is 
not God, taking the Name of the Lord 
God in Vain, for which he will not hold 
then @uiltlefs, tome of them having 
blown a loud Trumpet, Jehu like, fay- 
ing, Come and fee my Zeal for the Lord 
of Hofis, which I havebeen grieved to 
fee in fome, both Men and Women, and 


have lived to fre divers fall, which I 


well knew as they ftood could not hold 


outro the end, and many of A4artha’s Spi- 


tic Lhavefcen, andnow do, which runs, 
and ferves, and cumbers themfelves with 
ftriviag to uiter Words, and have got 


the 


1 
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the true Notion in their Heads, but the 
true Seed hath not taken root down- 
wards; and thofe are they which are 
-ftumbling-Blocks, who have been by fome 


encouraged, as I might have been, but 


the Lord my God kept me out of that 


Temptation, and many others not loving 
Hypocricy, nor a feigned imitation where- 
by i might deceive others, in what I was 
not truly to God, .who called me to take 
up the Crofs, to chat which my Heart 
loved, whether they were Idols of Silver, 


-or Gold, or other things tho’ ufeful, yet 


if over-valued they fill the Heart, of 
which there muft be an emptying,to make 
room for the Heavenly Fe/us, under 
whofe Reign, J/ree/ fhall fafely poffefs 
their Souls in Peace, and have the new 
Name given them, and the White Stone 
which none knows, nor can believe, but 
thofe that have it, and thofe are they 
that are come through great Tribulations, 
and are wafhed with the Blood of the 
Lamb : and all thofe of this Faith, I dear- 
ly falute, as being Children of one Fa- 
ther, whofe Voice I know from the Voice 
of a Stranger, and I thank God, who hath 
raifed up the Poor in Spirit, all that are 


therein gathered, will out-laft all other 


Notions, 
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Notions, and the Lord give Wifdom to | 
them, that have not as yer thereto at- | 
taincd, to know the true Miniftration © 
and the right Seafon, when they fhould, | 
and whenthey.fhould not, whichin fome | 
hath been lacking ; which caufesthe weak . 


to ftumble, and keeps our more than it 
brings in. 
Thus have I given a fhore but true 


Account as [have paffed through the © 
Wildernefs of this World, and have feen | 
many fall on the Right Hand, and on © 


the Left, where alfo I might but have 


had for my prefervation, the cloud over | 
me by day to keepme low, that I might 


not be exaltcd, neither by Vifions, Sights, 
nor Revelations; many have been hurt 
thereby, and caft that on others, which 


concerned themfelves: And as thecloud | 
{tood over me, it kept me low from felf- _ 


exaltation, to know my felf nothing, but 
what I received from the God of all my 
Mercies: and as I fee the Cloud by day, I 
-alfofeethe Pilar of Fire by Night, which 
cauled me to ftand ftill, and fee the Sal- 
vation of God, and the bright appea- 
rance Of his Glory. I am forry for fome 
thatare backfliden, and may fay to them, 


what have you or your Fathers found in — 
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the God of ‘Jacob, that you fhould depart 
| from him? But let all the ftrong wili’d, 


know little David, who trufts not in Bow 
nor Sword, but in the living God; he by 
his Sling and {mooth Stoxe, fhall hit the 
Head of thofe that deties the Armies of 


Ifrael’s God. 


And to all you workers of Iniquicy, 
who have charged us that we deny 
Jefus come in the Fleh, the Holy serip- 


tures and the Refurrection, and fay weare 


Heathens, and Hereticks, all which we 
know to be falfe, and can appeal co God 
in the integrity of our Hearts therein, and 
with him we can with Joy leave our 
Caufe, as well-knowing he is able in his 
time to plead it, tho’ there may be evil 


-. doers amongft us. If Chriff had one in 


twelve, that was not enough for th e Jews 
and fome that followed him, to fay he 
was not in the Truth, becaufe “/udas be- 
trayed him, and Peter deny’d him, and 
he in that Agony bearing our griefs, //a. 
53. to cry out, My God my God why haft 
thou forfaken me, all this muft needs {tum- 
ble the Eye that looked our, but they 
remembred his promife, and waited at je- 
rufalem for the fulfilling of ic, who faid, 
he would come, and he did come, which 
confirmed 
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confirmed them, and fo it hath! done 
us. 
And now fomething to you my dear 
Children, whom I never deck’d in the 
extreams of formality, to make my felf, 


or you feem what you were not ; but this 


was, and is my defire for you, feek firft 


the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righ- — 


teoulne{s thereof, and all other things fhail 
be added unto you, be fure to Remember 
your Creator in the days of your Youth, and 
you fhall find the Comfort of it in your 
Old Age, or at your Death, when all the 
Glory of his World will {tand you in no 
{tead: And though fome of you have met 
with fome Difappointments, yet you fhall 
find (as I have done ) all things work to- 
sether for good, and bring you nearer to 
God, which I have ever defired for you, 
more than for Silver or Gold, tho’ there- 
in fome of you have had a bieffing beyond 
my defire, and my comfort is, you all fet 


your Faces Sion-ward, and to your Pa- 


rents have been Dutiful, Loving and O- 
bedient, for which God will blefs you, as 
you continue in his Grace. | 
This is written by one that hath been 
called a Diffenting Quaker, which I de- 
fire not to be from faithful Friends, for 
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I never knowingly « 
Truth, but loved ir, 
things was not fatisfr 
as Icould in Word a 
ove, but endeavcurec 
Confcience towards 
which I have found 
and the blefling to my 
have a true Love ram 
Heart, by what name 
Andas through 
miniftrations and Gifts, (% 
the fame Spirit ) God is pleafea 
further -manifeftation of Himfelf,} who's 
a Spirir, in that way thews Himfelf to 
Man as hecan receive him, which was, 
and is his great Love, knowing how hap- 
py he is made by it, and unhappy -with- 
out it, and God’s great Condeicenfion 
therein, who feeks Man, be!ore Man feeks 
Him, becaufe he is good, and would 
have Us be like unto Him, and take 
delight in Us, and we in Him: and ia this 
way he led all his faichful People, before 
the Law and after, which Lew was given 
by Mofes by Divine Inipiration, many 
Years after fome of thofe things were 
done, which all had their fignification, 
and pointed at Chri/t Fe/ws coming in the 
Fieth, 
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come, faid, before A- 
and they in the Wil- 
he fame Spiritual. Rock, 
tft, the Meffenger of 


rt, unto Him all 


God) the Examples of thofe that followed 
the Lord their God, and there make a true’ 
{piritual Application, and fee how far we 
are come into the good work of God, in 
the proving of our Hearts; as Abraham 
Offered up I/aac, fo muft every one offer 
up what God requires, to manifeft our 


love to Gods and for all fuch who by | 


Faith walk, God will, provide himfelf a 
Sacrifice; and fo ‘facob the wreftler with 
God, fent from his Father’s Houfe to go 
into a ftrange Land, and have no depen- 
dency on any outward or vifible thing in 
this his Journey, yet Travels on, andthe 
Sun fets, night cémes on, on this Stone 


lays | 


Covenant, the Law | 


tly know the Interpre: 
ontained in both Old | 
ent, which was decla- | 
mempirit and Power of God | 
4, and that were left tobe 
fore, elpecially to the Man of God, , 
rough Faith in Chrilt Jefus; by which | 
we may fee ( as our Minds are turned to } 
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lays his head, and thus refts on the faithe 
fulnefs of God to him in all conditions, and 
then is the ladder of true experience feen, 
where the Angels of Godafc.nd, and de- 
fcend, at the foot abode, and you will fay 
God was here and | knew ic nor; and 
here Facob received his blefing, to whom 
Children was given, and there was a 
ftriving, as by the beft Mind and Spirir, 
you fhall find the eldeft by Nature will 
feek to rule, and ftrive acainft the below 
ved of the Father: And Jofph the true 
born Son fold into Egypt, to provide Corn 
for Faso? and his Sons, but they mult go 
down to fetch ics; and this is tobe known 
in its time and feafon, and the Scripture 
fulfilled, and the (piritual meaning therein 
known: As Saw/ the firft King over I/raed, 
for {tature an appearance Beautiful, an- 
nointed of the Prophet to be King; but 
God faw beyond outward appearances in- 
to the Heart, and chey that go out from 
God their ftrength, their defence is gone, 
and they fhall become weak as Sas? did, 
and their Enemies prevail; then contem- 
tible David, who by his Brethren dilpifed, 
him God faw, and by the Arm ‘of God’s 
{trength had killed the Lyor and the 
Bear, and in thar Power by which he o- 
vercame 
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vercame the Latter, by believing in the 
fame Power he overcame the greateft of 
his Enemies, and this made him King 
in Sawl’s ftead, though with him he had 
longs Wdrs to Fight the Lord’s Battle : 
but Solomon by the true Wifdom of God 
muft Build the Houfe, in whofe Reiga 
there isPeace and Safety,and he thall Judge 
and give true Judgment betwixt the Mo- 
ther and the Child ; and Chri/?’s Kingdom 
( Typified in Solomon’s) confilts of Righ- 
tecu{nels, Peace and Joy, which is very 
delightful and defirous, becaufe, the fa- 
tisfaction the Soul receives thereby, and 
hath a true figitt of the Love of God in all 
he doth, is but to make his Creature Man 
happy, which Love is fo great it can- 
not be expreffed, for the which, all thofe 
that hive received it praife God, and all 
that have not come out of themfelves, and 
feek the Kingdom of Chrift, not in words, 
butin Truth, chat they may partake with 
thy Saints in Glory, and thereby fee the 
Emptinefs and Vanity of this World, 
whether it be Profeffion,Pleafure; Riches , 
Honour; the Excellency of this Excgls 
them all. | 

And to all you fincere hearted, as Cor- 
nelius Was, to whom Peter was lent, who 
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Maid, of a Truth, God is no refpetter 
of Perfons ; but amongft all that truly 
fears God, and works Rightcoufnefs, are 
therein accepted, yet God was pleafed by 
Peter, to Preachand Teftifie uato jefus 
Chrift as his anointed, -who was cru- = 

cified, and to his Refurection from the 
Dead; Ads 10. that inand through him. 
| they might believe, and receive the Gift 
| of the Holy Ghoff and of Power, and 
thereby the inward cleanfing from Sin 
and Pollution, and by the Power and 
Work of Chriff, to become the Sons of 
God, which no outward thing can do;3-: 
but whole therein believes, fhall find Pow- * 
er in that Gift which God hath given, 
which is a true difcerner of che thoughts 
and intents of the Heart, to which, I 
would perfuade all that are weary and 
heavy laden tocome unto, and they fhall 
affuredly find Reft to their Souls, by 
Chrift Jefus the Subftance, unto which 
all Men muft bow in the inwardnefs of 
their Hearts, for the day of bis bright 
Appearance is at hand; and Behold he. 
comes with Clouds, Rev. 1. 7. yet they 
| that are gazing abroad, cannot ice him,- 
| _ being veil’d from that Eye and Mind, 
as he was unknown tc the Jews formerly, 
B 2 


who had a great expeCtation of thecom- 
ing of the Mefiah, who came in the will 
of God at the appointed fime; yet he | 
- not coming inthat Glory, and great Ap- 
pearances they expected him, they could © 
not believe nor think that it was he, and 
now there is great expetation in fome | 
of his fecond appearance, fome faying, | 
Lo here, and {ome Lo there, and yet ftill 
are difappoiuced,. and {trangers to his ap- 
pearance in Spirit: but tothem who truly 
look for him, he fhall appear the fecond 
time without Sin, unto Sa/vation, and 
there the true inward Chriftians fhall fee 
him in his Glory, and enter into his King- 
dom, which exceeds all the glory of this 
World, neither can the wile imaginary 
part in Man give a truedefcription there- 
of, but as God’s Wifdom rifes up into 
the Throne, and hath the Government 
of the Mind, they fhall know the depth 
of thefe things from him thar gives it ; 
and give him the Praife, who hath brought 
them into fo happy eftate, who defires 
well for every Creature, both Man and 
Bea(t, who groans for deliverance: And 
as 2 Man comes to be gathered into the 
light, and changed into the Nature of Je- 
fus Chrift, the whole Creation willreap 
great 
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creat benefit thereby, and as many as have 
{een the beginning of the good Work of 
God in what he did, He divided the Light 
from theDarkwe/s, and [aw the Light, and 
it was Gool; and fo he went on in every 


day’s Work, till the whole Creation was 
finifhed; and as weread in the Old, we 
muft find it in the New, for he faith, Z 
will mike anew He-ven, aud anew Earth, 
wherein {ball dwell Righteoufne/s. And as in 
the firft, he went on in order in his Work, 


fo you fhall find him now; and though by 
him called into the Vine-yard to work, it 
fhall find in many a highand ftrong will, 
which would obftru the gogd Work of 
God, and that Hummon-liké Bets 
the Kings Horfe, but he’s not Mordica, 
that fits low in fackcloth et the gate, and 
where this is, in what pretence {0 ever, 
in whom Pride rifes and prevails, it will 
( if fuffered ) deftroy the Seed of the Fens; 
but he that fees ih fecrer will reveal rhe 
matter, and that Spirit {hall be brought 
down, let its cloathing be never {0 glori- 
ous: God hath decreed to exalt Mordicas, 
who is of the true Seed, he is found wore. 
thy, andthe Lord lives; he thall Reign 
whofe Right it is, though the Heathen 
rage, and the People imagine a vain thing, 
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yr yct will he fet his Son upon the holy hill 
J of Sion. | 


I could not well omit one thing more, 


to give fatisfaction to fome, who may 
_ think, Iam one that gocs under the name 
that minifterstothe People, but Lam not 
but this I give as my experience, to all 

that are traveling to find reft with God 
— inhis Kingdomof Peace; but to appear 
in a Publick Affembly, there to fpeak, I 
' never did; and 1am of the. Apoftle’s 
mind, Let [uch Women (as want lnftructi- 
on, or would ufurpe Authority cover the 


Man) keep Silence inthe Church, and give 


to Man, towhom God hath given Pre- 


beninency, and made fit for that great 
Work; in which Work, had not [ fatis- 
fa€tion in my felf, andbeen ftrengthened 
by thofe worthy good Minsifers, through 
the weaknels of {ome others who thereto 
pretend, acd, as I well know, run when 
they are notfent, I might have ftumbled ; 
but I faw, however Juftified by others, 
divers of them were not, nor are not 
- upon the right Ground, and fome of them 
have been blown away like Chaff with 
the Wind, not but that I know there is 
» many Good and Vertuous Women, who 


are appointed for good Examples in their 
Families, 


| 


Families, who in Modefty, Sobriety, Cha- 
vity, and good Works, a good Life, and 
Comverfation ; with thele I joyn, andin 
that Life Idefire to Preach to my Chil- 


dren, Friends, Neighbours and Servants; 
aad they chat in this rightnefs of Heart 
Live, fhall deceive none; but gain to 
_themfelves a lafting Eftablifhment, which 
fhallbeof good Savour, never to be re- 


mented of; and as in this Idefire to do 


unto all as I would be done unto, and that 
in Truth and Sincerity [have here writ, 
may be for the goodof all; to help the 


Feeble, and ftrengthen the Weak, and 
that from the ground of Integrity, and 
in Good Will to all Men; and it being re- 


ceived inthe good Mind, willcover any 


Weaknefs herein contained, and make that 
ufe of it as it is intended, Geod Will to all, 
and Glory toGod. Yetasthere was for- 
merly, fothereis now, be that is born af 
ter the Fle(b, Per fecutes him tha’ is born afs 


ter the Spirit, whole Cenfures I expeé& not 
toefcape, it being fo natural tothe Litte- 
ral Fews, when they could find nothing 


to accufe Chrift of, whilft upon the Barth, 


fought what they could to intrap him in 


his Words; but God gavehim chat Wil- 
dom to fee in them, and cautioned | is 
B 4 Ditciples, 


| | 
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Dilciples, to give the Childrens Bread 
to Dogs, nor Pearls to Swine, leaf they 
trample them under Foot, and turn azain 
and Rent you; under Chrift’s Prote€tion I 
leave my felf. 

This writ by one that hath waited ar 
Wifdom’s Gate for Inftruction, who hath 
given mean entrance to know as I have 
here declared, and all that would go high- 
er to fee the Bride, the Lambs Wife, muft 
be guided thereto by the Meek and Hum- 
ble Spirit of Fe/ws, without which there 
is no Safety, though they may underftand 
all Myfteries, and give much tothe Poor, 
and have all thofe Gifts the Apoftle men- 
tions (inthe 12. of the 1. Epiftle tothe 
Cortuthiass) and yet if the moft excelent 
gift of Charity be wanting that thinks no 
Evil, which boafteth not, @&c. but Suffer- 
eth, Believeth, Hopeth, and Endureth 
ail Things, and rejoyceth in God alone,he 
that is here will ourela{t all ocher let thetr 
pretences be what it will, and they chat 
come not here let them change their Ha- 
bits, their Cuftoms, and as fome call it 
the Worlds Fajbions, yet if they come not 
to fee the Worlds Covetoufnefs (unto 
which the Heart of Man is naturally in- 
clined) rooted out, the Barth will 
an 
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and {wallow up that Mind, and the Heart 
will be dead to God, and they will loofe 


their part in the bleffed Inheritance. 


Someon the other hand notwithftand- 
ing they may have feen the good way, fet 


_ forward therein, but foon forgot what the 


Lord did for them, who brought them 
out of the Land of Darkne/s, from under 
their hard Taskmaftrrs, who put them to 
make Brick without Straw; their Hearts 
not being throughly Converted, they 
lufted for the Garlick and Oxions again, 
their old Diet ; and though they ‘had patt 
the Sea, many dyed in the Wilderne/s, 
andali them that delighted in the Sins of 
Sodom, and make a mock at the good Asn- 
gel, that God hath fent to pull juft Lot out 
of Sodom, they fhall be ftruck Blind, and 
the Fire of God’s Wrath fhall deftroy all 
{uch that come notin at the right Door 
of him who faid, I am the Way, the Truth, 
the Life, and the Light; who ever ftriveth 
by any other way will be found Theives 
and Robbers, and deprive the Soul of its 
Inheritance with Ged. 

This by one who for many Years hath 
been counted a Diffenter, being never 
forward to intrude into thofe things I had 
not feen nor adheredto, what [had nota 
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clear fight as my duty to God, and there 
I ftand fill waiting on God to reveal to 
me ; yet that God that fees the infide, the 
Heart,hath rewarded me according to the 


fincerity thereof ; and I have found his’ 


Love fo great and unexpreflible, which 
hath made up all again more than Ihave 
loft by any Man, and hath fafely prefer- 
ved where Man could not fee me, whofe 
Eye is abroad and looks at the outfide ap- 


pearance ; but as God’s Eye, who beholds | 
both Evil and Good, fo have I feen in 
both Parties things a€ted and done, which 


my Soul had no: Piea‘ure nor Unity. with, 


but was willing the Lord (hould bring me 


off from thofe from whom he was depar- 


ted, and chat the fineere hearted of both 


fides might be Reconciled, for tlie accom- 
plifhing of which I have ufed my beft 
Endeavours, defiring there may not be a 
looking at what.is paft,but an endeavour- 
ing for the good of all, as I have really 
done, as may be feen in this following 
Let er,which I writ in anfwer toa Friend, 
who was and is diffatisfied with fome for 
appearing therein; but let thembe what 


‘they pleafe, I am well fatisfied in this 


good Work. 
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But I have feen the new Wine put into 
he old Bottle, it not being well feafoned 
here becomes a Sowernef{s, and the good 
Relifh thereby feems to be loft,that isin it 
felf good;in which ftate there is many that 

keeps to the old Leaven of the Pharifees 5 
Chrift gives this Mark by which they 
fhould be known, They love the uppermoff 
Places, and to be Maffer, make long Pray- 
ers, and to preach in their own Wills, dif- 


Is | ferent sn their Robes, makes fair {how in 


the Flefh, that they may appar well unto 
Men; thishath beemand is a great grief 
to the Juft, but [am comforted in this, I 


| fee many right-hearted and good Chrifti- 


ans, who {peaks from the Truth the an- 
noiated of God, thofe God will blefs; and 
he will appear in them who reigns in 
Righteoulnefs, and all fuch fhall reign 
with him for ever and ever; and as 


have feen this Good, Ihave alfo feen this 


Evil, which Manis prone to, and apt to 
fet a great value upon.themfelves, and 
they not fee it, and let the Truth be ne- 


‘| ver fo plainly difcovered, and froin the 


‘Spirit or the Living God diétated ; yet if 
it comes notin their way, and after cheir 
manner, as they have fet it upin them- 
felves, there is noroom for any thing to 


center 


h 

= 


enter, though never fo good ; of this 1\. 
have made to my felf a good Caution, |And lea 


faid, O Lord if this Iniquity remains \The thir 
in me, fearch it out ; for fee it looks ill in mem 
others, and fo it will ip me if lam found 
therein. 
| SB. [Nels 
CI 
How mean foever_I may appear to Man, Who | 
AWitne[s in my Soul there lives that can, | For he 
Bear Record to the Father this, that I A eafe 
Seck not Mortals praife, but Immortality; | That 
That Crown of Reft and Peace I mayreceivey - |} Thon 
| Which Mortals have not in their Power to give 5 Who 
_* Which he muft do who fets me free from Sin, | IPs 
being clean Peace there Rules that K tg Hin 
Who will not joyn unto Iniquity, — Nhe 
But love's Uprightne/s and Integrity. 
Thinks Human Wifdom, J can ea,ily fee, An 
The Scripture c. this thing declare to me $ Be 
But tie not kiown by Pleafure, Eafe or Sleep, | p, 
Wha find this Pearl, (uswft-dig low and deep ; | w 
And whd finds before it be his own, 4 PCA 
T [ey muft fell all to purchafe that alone, VV 
And caft-up all his Stock and look within, | 


Before to Build this Honfe be doth begin, | 
And 
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Mn, |And learn by true experience rightly for to know, 
45 thing that’s realy good from whats but gsod in 
Remember Babel, do not build too High, (how. 
Nor make a Tower toreach unto the Skic, 
Nor look thou our, but turn thy Eye within, | 
See Chrift there laid, then build thy Houfe on him. 
Who build not on that Rock fhall [urely fall, 
| For he is that Corner Stone uniteth alt. = 
| Ceafe then a while you Humane Learned Men, 
That know your Wifdows cannot find ont him. 
Thow Willing and Obedient, it?s they 
Whofe Vale is rent to fee this Miftery, 
Its not the prudent learned Wit that (hall 


Him comprehend whois the Light of all, 
| The Lam) of God, who comes in love to gain 

And bring loft Mas (ftray’d from God)back again ; 

And make Man happy, the greateft good that can ) 
Befall to Mortals, or the Sonsof Men, | 
| Which if not rightly known, what ere we do 

Wants the good Oi!, and Gods acceptance too.) 
l | ' He fees the Heart and what rules chere full well, 


_ Whether it be Pride or Paffion, Husk, Fame or Shey 
| Of all that cumber we must come to fee, 
Man {tripd of all and Chrift alone to be 
The true condniter, from the ways wherein 
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He'll not appear, beeanfe they lead frombims 
And all that goes in this true bleffed way, 
Shalt by his Light be fav’d both Night: and Day. 
And as Ihave walk?d unfeen and all alone, 
In feeret to my God | made my moan, 
Its reftlefs eye shat makes complaint to none, 
But unto thee from whom relief muft come; 
Opt of my Troubles, Doubts and Fears, 
kabh fend the Harveft which was fown in Tears; 
Tho? forrow may indure for a Night, 
Thy morning Prefence brings my Soul delight ; 
Thon art a God of Truth, in all things Fuft, 
And thofe that know thy Name will in thee Truft. 


cAn Anfwer toa Letter from 
a Friend. 


Hine I received, and have confider- 

ed thereof, and could have been 
more large in my own, andmy Friends 
Vindication therein concern’d ; but am 


pathered into that, not to ftrive, but to 


commit my Caule to God in well-doing ; 
having ia my felf, and many others, feen 
Prideto beget Pajfion, and Paffon Preju- 
dice, by which the Fyeof the right un- 


derftanding 


{al of 

| caine 
| con 
may 
| nifet 
\ rits, 
be 
i bec! 
m0 
i ked 
| for 
his 
| fer 
| th 
| cil 
| H 
ft 
n 
| 
1 


‘derftanding is made Blind: As for rehear- 
| fal of all chofe former failings therein con- 


tained, if they were true, yet rightly 
confidered, and impartially weighed ; 
may fay,fince thofe Divifions, a great ma- 
nifeflation there hath been of fuch Spi- 


rits, co whom thofe names may defervedly 


be attributed; tho’ for many Years I have 


beencounted a Diffester, Yet I, nor many” 


more, never took pleafureto lay the Na- 
kednefs of any open, but rather to cover 
for his Names fake, who hath kept’ usin 
his Truth, by which we have been pre- 
ferved. 
I have feen, I have feen, an Exemy enter 


the Houfe, and hath not been difcover’d 


tillthey come into the Cool, out of the 
Hurry and Noife, and hear the call of the 
fi:l Voice; and herein my Soul, with ma- 
ny other of my Chriitian Friends, have 
been Blefled; and by tnis we are led to 
Unite, and to be truly reconciled in that 
Spirit, by that tteavenly Fe/es, that true 

Reconciler of Man to his Maker. 
And of this, from thy true Friend, be 
affured, ic was not from the Spirit of Ay- 
pocrifie, Policy, or any carnal or felfi,b End, 
no, no, our Houfe is not Buile on that 
Sandy Foundation, but on Chrift Fefw, 
that 
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way of Everlafting Peace, which Pezee 
cannot be declared, but as it is felt, of 


which Peace hath my Soul tafted largely, | 


and can fay truly, fince into this happy 
‘ftate the Lord hath brought me, I have 


experienced more of that Heavenly Joy, 


and Everlafting Peace, than ever I knew 
before, but I thank the Lord who gave 
me a fhare thereof, under every difpen- 
fation he hath led me through, and 
can fay, they were all good in their time, 
but this excelleth them all, well knowing 
the Adminiftration of ‘fobs to be Glorious 
in its Time,yet,He that is leaft in the King- 
dom of Heaven is greater than he; into 
which Kgugdom, that thou may’ft have 
an entrance after all thy Travels, and 
come into this Sabbath and Ref with God, 
will bea true Joy tothy Friend,of which I 
can fav, with many more of my dear 
Friends whom I know not, but as I feel 
them inthis Spirit, It is the Way and there 
ts not another: And for all thofe that are 
otherwife-minded, the Lord {ned a Fa- 
mine tocome onthe outwatd Knowledge, 
that they may know tobe led tothe Spi- 
ritual Fofeph; whoever comes unto him, 
he upbraideth no one with what is pait, 
but 


that Rock of Ages, which leads his inthe # 
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but receives them with his Love, and 


embraceththem, and they partake with 
him of the Fatnefs of the good Land. Of 
this Tam a witnefs, and remain 


Thy True Friend, 


Sto a Faft, Idefire this may be fo- 

lemnly proclaimed; a Fa/ from 
Strife, Malice and every evil Work, as 
new Born Babes defire the fincere Milk 
of the Word of Life, and grow thereby, 
in which we fhall be accepted of God; 
and truly reconciled to one another. 


S. B. 


Did not intend to have Printed this 
Letter | fentto a Friend,but finding he 
hath Printed theLetser he tent to me,as an 
Anfwerto W. Book I fent bim, which 
Book Ihad good Unity with, and with 
all chat are of a reconciling Spirit, which 
to my Comfort, I find many finceré 
hearted therein, andas the vailof Preju- 
dace 
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dice comes to betaken of the Heart, we 


fhall fee one another as God feeth us, to 


whom I approve my Heart, Iet Men 


Judge of meas they pleafe; it is not from 
any Evil or Infinuating felf-end, I can 
truly fay for my felf,. and many more 


true Chriftian Friends, whofe Hearts in. 


this matter of Reconciliation is: not to 
gain Praite of Men, God is our witneis ; 
but we are led to Unite by that bleffed 
Spirit, who hath fhewed us of what and 
in what the Kivgdom of Heaven confilts, 
of which is true Righteoufnefs, Joy and 
Peace in the holy Spirit, which I with ma- 
ny more have tafted, and could be glad all 
chat oppofe would come and tafte and {ce 
how good the Lord is, and with what the 
Immortal Soul is Refrefhed. : 

I could never find {atisfaction in any 
vifible ching, till [received the ord of 
God, in which Word 1 find the Aey of 


David, Which opens and none can {but, and 


{huts and none can open; and that is that, 


that opens the Myftery of the Kingdom of 


God, in which the Father, Son and Spirit 
isto be koown; which Word of Faith, 
gave the true underftanding to the Pro- 
phets and Apoftles, andtoall the Faithful 
of God to this day: ad in that way 

which 
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BA) which fome call Herefie, Worlbip Ithe God 


Lord. 


of my Fathers, believing all the Law and 


the Prophets, and in Jelus Chrilt, who 
the Author and Finifber of our Fa:th. 


> 


O Lord ! Out of the deep I cried unto thee, 
and thou pluckedft my feet out of the Mire 
and Clay, and haft fet them in the right way: — 
And being converted, ftrengthenmy Bre- 


thren. Unto which! havethisfurtherto. 
add, when I firft heard the gonfufed noife, 


made by G. K, and 7. B. which appea- 
rance was, and is to me like the Goldex 
Calf ; and beholding many I knew, which 
{ thought had been more grafted in the 


Word of Life, than to go after it, for 
-which I was greatly troubled, but the 


heavenly 7 Voice gave me this Satisfa- 
ction, fret not thy felf, be ftiil, it is a 
Cloud I fuffer, the Wind thereof thall 
blow away the Chaff, but I will gather 
my Wheat the:eby nearer togeth:r ; and 
this I know co be a certain iruth, by 
which my Heart hath been often refreth- 
ed, for which my Soul, Praife shou the 
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And unto all thofe who have raked 
the mifcarriages andevils, and printed it, ° 
and given it abroad to defame the People 
called Quakers, whofe Principles fhall 
out-laft their Malice; and was fome of | 
us Of their Spirit, to render evil for evil, 
revileing for revileing, might fay that 
of fome of them that would caufe fhame, 
who covered their foolifh a&tions with 
the name of the Lord, but it was, and is 
fucha Lord, of which thereis many, but | 
not the true.God as fome can witnefs, 
but coverd it from Men, hopeing time 
might work them to fee their weak- 
nefs, and know the true Lord over-ruling 
all their falfe Imaginations, who may be 


truly compared to Sau/, when gone from 


the true God, he goes tothe Witchof Ex- + 


der, and fhe raifed up what he would 
fee, but not what he fhould fee; fo he 
was never the better for it, but his Ene- 
mies prevailed, and he fell by his own 
Sword; fo thall envy flay the wicked 
Man; and ‘they in darknefs fhall grope 


for the door, but fhall not find it: All ‘ 


this is true, and I own before all Men the 
Principle of the Quakers. And have this 
co fay for my felf, and many moreI well 
koow, however our Enemies may render 
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<4 us; vveknovv this by our felves, andour 
“| Confciences bears us vvitnefs, vve have 
in good Converlation vvalked before God 
and Men, vwvhich vvill {peak for us in the 
gates of our Enemies; and vve find the 
anfvver of a good Confcience a continual 
Feaft, who have not received the Truth 
by obfervation,but by the true adminiftra- 
tion, by which we have learn’d vvhat lets 
into the Kingdom of our God, and vvhat 
} keeps out, let Mens pretences be vvhat 
they vvill; they that makes lies there re- 
fuge, and takes avvay Mens good names, 

fhall be found vvorkers of Iniquity. 
~ [having in this {mall account hinted 
of many States, and feveral ways of the 
_ Lord’s working in Man, that he may 
“> come toknow him, andon him rely in 
all eftates. I have one thing further to 
add; I have lately {cen an excercife at 
hand, but when or in what I know not, 
but leave it to God and his appointed time, 
let it be in Mercy or in Judgment, I be- 
| lieve all is for good, as I have ever found 
‘}» all his dealings to me, it was unpleafant 
tothe flefhly part, but I turn’d in, and 
faw God’s prefervation near to all that 
truly on him relies; and in nothing elle 
was there fafery, and therefore I defire all 
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to draw their minds from Vanity and con- 
fider their latter end, that it may go well 
with them, what change fo ever comes; 
for the glory of this World paffes away, 
therefore Work while the Day for the 
Night cometh wherein no Min canWork: 1 
have alfo by my experience learned that in 
Sights and Vifions, without watchfulnels, 
there is a Temptation near, there being a 
readinefs in Man to caft that on others, 
which God intends for our felves, if vve 
couid patiently wait till the Vifion fpeaks; 
for vvant of that many have run fiercely 
into things without, and have fail’d, and 
have brought Reproach on themfelves, 
and God noc glorified thereby : thisI have 
alfo feen, and is ofren before me, and as 
there is no outward thing I more truly 
rejoyced in thas to hear the Faichful Mi- 
nifters of Jefus Chrifi, in che which I 
am Comflorted, that God hath given 


good Spiritto initruct his People in the 
Rightand Everlafting Way, whitch God 
will Eflablifh in the Earth; though I 
could be glad for the fake of many who 
rake off.nce and are kept back, becaufe 
it is very difcernable, Martha’s Spirit 
ipz.ks when they had better be Silent, 


fuch a manifcitation of his Heavenly 
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goes haftily forward, but would find a 
greater gain inthemf:lves, if they learn’d 
to obey, and ftand {till and fee the S</wa- 
tion of God; fuch may be angry that o- 
thers rife not up and ferve after their 
manner, but ‘/efws that rightly knows 
the Spirits of all, faw May fit at his Feet, 
low in her felf, fhe chofe the better Part, 
which fhall never be taken away, andthe 
Seed fown in that goodGround fhall brin 
for*h Fruitto the Lora of the Harweft ; bur 
there is feveral forts of Ground in vvhich 
the good Seed is fown, and there are many 
Obftructions in the Ground which hin. 
der the Profperity of Gods holy and good 
Sced ; but the Harvef will come, and the 
goad Husband-man will difcern the Tares 
from the Wheat, vvhich none elle can do, 
there being fuch alikenefS; the Admini- 
{tration of Johx vvas Glorious, in its time, 
but he faid, Behold the Lamb of God, that 
takes away theSins of the\World,{hail be pres 
ferr’d before and above all eppearances, be 
they vvhat they vvil!, here many that are 
Laff hall be Fir ft. and the Firft Laff: thefe 
are Chri/’s Words, and are certain- 
ly true, and beleived by one vvho vvifhes 
vvell to all. 


S. B. 
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I being by the Immortal God 
to Print this, and the matter contained 
therein, and gave it to feveral Friends ; and. 
it coming into the hand of T. C. he came’ 
to me, and asked me, Whether I meane 
George Keith? Towhom I replied, I did, 
who made this Application, becaufe he” 
Preached. up the Man Chrift Fefus ; theres 
fore he faid, I made him the Golden Calfy. , 


and fo he reported it: And toall that fhaff.. 
hear this Report, I have this to fay, an@- 

take Almighty God to be my Witnefs, I | 
do believe ‘fefus of Nazareth, Born af 
Bethlehem, according to God’s Divine Ap- 
pointment, to be the Eternal Son of God, 

and all thofe things to be true, as the 

‘Scriptures declare of him, and have re- 

ceived fo great a benefit by him, as my 
Tongue cannot exprefs; and for this falfe 
Afperfion and wrong Interpretation of Ty. 
C. I leave God to plead my Caufe, whom 
T know is able,.and in his time will do it; 
but muft fay, as I have once before, He 
that is born after the Flefh Perfecutes Him | 
that is born after the Spirit. 


FINIS. 
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